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RESUMEN

El individualismo metodoldgico como corriente explicativa
dentro de las ciencias sociales ha tenido escaso desarrollo
en Latinoamérica. Sin embargo, ha alcanzado un cierto
peso en los ultimos afios, y lo ha hecho paradéjicamente
de la mano de un autor que se reclama marxista, J. Elster.
Sin duda, su aporte ha permitido pensar cémo la
explicacion social es irreductible a la influencia de factores
estructurales, y ha hecho notar la importancia de la decision
del sujeto, seguin sus deseos y creencias. Pero también es
evidente que el teleologismo elsteriano esta lejos de dar
cuenta de todos los factores actuantes, muchos de los
cuales son causallestructurales. A su vez, el prestigio
ganado por el individualismo explicativo en los Ultimos afios
puede en parte adscribirse al avance ideoldgico del
individualismo neoliberal.
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ABSTRACT

Methodological individualism as an explanatory current
within the social sciences has had little development in
Latin America. However, it has acquired certain weight over
the past few years, and has done so, paradoxically, through
the writings of a self-proclaimed marxist, J. Elster. Without
doubt his contributions have helped us to reflect on how the
social explanation is not reducible to the influence of
structural factors and has pointed out the importance of
individual decision based on de- sires and beliefs. But it is
also evident that the elsterian teleology is far from
explaining all the related factors, many of which are causal-
structural. Furthermore, the prestige achieved by
methodological individualism over the last few years could
also be partially attributed to the ideological advancement
of neoliberal individualism.
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